
 

 

 1

Helping students attain their highest academic and character potential through an 
academically rigorous, content-rich educational program.

Jefferson Academy Secondary School 
2018-2019 School Year

School Governance: Jefferson Academy (JA) is governed by a Board of Directors elected at the annual meeting of the membership for a three-year term. Board 
members have staggered terms so that every year approximately 2 board seats are up for election. Parents of students attending JA are members of the non-
profit corporation, also known as Jefferson Academy.

Vision Statement
Jefferson Academy envisions a community of parents, teachers, students, and educational and business 
leaders  working  together  to  create  a  learning  environment  that  engenders  academic  achievement, 
growth of character and the love of learning, resulting in responsible, productive citizens.

Jefferson Academy Senior High is rated a School of 
Excellence by the Colorado Department of Education 
and has been awarded the John Irwin Award 8 times.

98% to 100% Graduation Rate.

1  National  Merit  Scholarship  Finalist,  2  Boettcher 
Scholar Winners, 2 National Merit Semi-Finalists,  7 
Daniels’ Fund Awards and multiple National Merit 
Commended Scholars.

Our 97 graduates in 2018 earned over $3.8 million in 
scholarships.

We  are  an  accredited  FRCC  additional  location, 
offering up to an Associates Degree for our students.  
Up to 60 college credits offered on campus.

Newsweek  Top  500  Schools  in  America  for  2 
consecutive  years.  Continues  to  be  a  nationally 
recognized  high  school  according  to  US  News  and 
World Report

On  average,  our  teachers  have  been  working  with 
students  for  over  ten  years  and  all  meet  the  CDE 
Highly Qualified status.

78% of our faculty have earned or are working to earn  
a Master’s Degree or higher.

Home  of  the  Competitive  Girls  Soccer  3A  State 
Champions.

11251 REED WAY :: BROOMFIELD CO 80020 
PHONE 720-887-1992 :: FAX 720-887-2435 

WWW.JAJAGS.COM 
OFFICE HOURS: 7:30AM - 3:45PM

JA FAST FACTS

http://www.jajags.com
http://www.jajags.com


School to Home Communications 

JA seeks to provide updated and accurate information on all aspects of the school to both students and parents. JA is 
committed to facilitating five forms of communication between the school and home. 

School Administration 

The Principal of Jefferson Academy Secondary School is Ms. Heather Grantham. Ms. Grantham 
received her B.A. in Psychology and Business Administration from the University of Texas at 
Arlington. She earned her first Master's degree in Secondary Science Education from the University 
of Phoenix. She completed her Principal Licensure through the Administrative Leadership and 
Policy Studies program at the University of Colorado at Denver. Ms. Grantham has been at JA since 
January 2006. 

 

The Assistant Principal and Activities Director is Mrs. Marti Porreco. She taught Junior High 
English for 9 years before moving into an Administrator position. Mrs. Porreco received her B.A. in 
Journalism and Telecommunication from the University of Wyoming. She earned her Master’s 
Degree in Secondary English Education from the University of Phoenix. Mrs. Porreco has been at JA 
since 2005. 

 

The Assistant Principal and  High School Athletics Director is Mr. Dan Troxell. He received his B.A. 
in Kinesiology from the University of Northern Colorado and Masters of Education in 
Administration and Supervision from the University of Phoenix. This is his 23rd year in education. 
He has taught Elementary Physical Education, Middle and High School Science and Undergraduate 
classes in Education at Colorado Christian University. He has served in administrative roles for the 
past 12 years as a Dean of Students and Assistant Principal/Athletic Director at the High School 
level and as an Assistant Principal at the Middle School level. 

 

The Assistant Principal / Junior High Athletic Director is Mr. Craig Melville. He is excited to make 
the move into the JA Administration Team. Mr. Melville has been with Jefferson Academy since 
2008 and has been teaching since 2005. In addition to teaching, he coached baseball and has been a 
part of the Athletic Department. He also served as the Instructional Coach for the school and 
developed the induction program for new to JA teachers. 
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Student Support Services 

The Student Support Services department at Jefferson Academy exists to 
provide a comprehensive guidance, support, and counseling program that 
serves all students and parents. Our efforts are focused on supporting the 
academic achievement of all students, as well as social, emotional, and 
personal struggles, and educating students about opportunities for college and 
careers. 

Kyrie Adams, School Counselor 
Mrs. Adams is available during the school day to meet with students one-on-one about academics or 
personal/social areas. She is the primary contact for academic concerns and meets often with 
struggling students. Focus is on the needs of each individual. With an open door policy, students are 
able to speak with Mrs. Adams at their convenience. Parents can reach out via email or phone and 
are able to set appointments. Topics that may be addressed to help students include organizational 
skills, conflict mediation, self-advocacy skills, study skills, time management, self-care, etc. Mrs. 
Adams is also the primary contact for 504 plans, interventions, Advanced Learning Plans (ALP), 
testing accommodations, all junior high class scheduling, the student tutoring program and parent 
education. 

MaryBeth Mellott, Post-Secondary Advisor 
Through the use of various online tools like Naviance, College In Colorado, and O*NET, Ms. 
Mellott helps students meet graduation requirements, learn more about themselves, and explore 
possible careers, colleges, scholarships, etc. Each week she teaches in various grade level classes, 
using a Naviance based curriculum, to help direct students in post-secondary skills and options. She 
also teaches and oversees Senior Seminar and Freshman Seminar. Senior Seminar is a specific class 
for high school seniors, preparing students for college life while also allowing time for college 
applications, essay writing, scholarship applications, resume building, budgeting post-secondary, 
etc. Freshman Seminar is a class for high school freshmen focusing on who they are, who they want 
to be, and how they get there. Ms. Mellott manages all college classes, recommendations and 

registration. All students will also annually complete the state mandated 6-year plan called the 
Individualized Career and Academic Plan (ICAP). JA hosts an annual Career Day in November and a College Day 
alternating years in January. Students begin visiting college campuses and pursuing career shadows as early as 7th 
grade.  

Lisa Oths, School Social Worker 
Mrs. Oths is available during the school day to meet with students one-on-one or to lead small 
groups to work on personal/social areas. Focus is on the needs of each individual. With an open 
door policy, students are able to speak with Mrs. Oths at their convenience. Parents can reach out 
via email or phone and are able to set appointments. Topics that may be addressed to help students 
include coping skills, conflict mediation, building self-esteem, talking through grief, abuse, 
relationship issues, crisis intervention, etc. She can also provide community resources for families. 
Mrs. Oths partners with teachers throughout the year to teach on various topics including bullying 
and suicide prevention. She also provides mental health services for all students on an 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) and provides classroom behavioral support. 
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Instructional Goals for Senior High 

Building upon the solid foundation of the Core Knowledge 
Sequence, the High School program continues the content-
rich, academically intensive approach to education, with an 
intention to “prepare students for the rigors of college.” At 
the center of this curriculum is an approach to liberal arts 
education called the “Coordinated Humanities” in which the 
faculty correlates and attempts to integrate a student’s 
studies in history and English. 

Instructional Goals for Junior High 

The Instructional goals for the Junior High School builds 
upon the elementary objectives involving academics, 
physical education, artistic expression and character and 
begin to incorporate the Senior High Instructional goals. 

Honors, Advanced Placement, and 
College Courses Offered 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
English   4 credits  
Social Studies   4 credits  
Mathematics   4 credits  
Science   3 credits  
Physical Education   2 credits  
Foreign Language   2 credits 
Technology   1.5 credits  
Fine Arts   1.5 credits 
Teen Choices   0.5 credits
Geography/International Studies     0.5 credits
Freshman Seminar   0.5 credits
Senior Seminar   0.5 credits  
Electives   3.0 credits

____________
Total Minimum Requirements 27 credits

Honors Programs 

English 9, 10, & 11 
World History Overview 

Geometry 
Algebra II 
Biology  

Chemistry 
Once completed, students enroll in college courses 

Advanced Placement Courses 

AP Calculus AB 
AP European History 

AP Physics 1 
AP Computer Science 

AP Studio Art - Drawing 

Colorado Christian University (CCU) 
Credit Courses 

Statistics 
Physics

University of Colorado (CU) 
Succeed Courses: 

Calculus 1 
Calculus 2 

Front Range Community College 
(FRCC) Courses 

JA is an accredited FRCC additional location, 
offering up to an Associate’s Degree for our 
students. 

Up to 60 credits offered on campus



Test Scores 

Media
Secondary Library offers students and teachers the opportunities to do quality 
research using both print and online resources. We currently have 38 computers 
and 32 chrome books available for student use. Classes from the junior high and 
senior high come in regularly to work on collaborative projects, do online labs, 
school research various topics and participate in independent study classes. We 
subscribe to Encyclopedia Britannica online, utilize our paid subscription to 
EasyBib and encourage the use of the many public library databases for quality 
research, as well. 

Our library webpage (www.secondary.jajags.com under the academics tab) 
features multiple links to assist students while researching at school or from home, 
including many Ebooks, available for multi- student use, 24/7. We have over 7,000 

print resources available in our library, focusing primarily on our core curricular areas and we continue to increase our 
non-fiction and fiction collections as we enthusiastically encourage students to read for pleasure, too! 

Our “Student Library Advisory Board” (SLAB) hosts numerous book clubs, after school “read-ins” and other library 
activities throughout the year. 

Technology and Computer Labs
Jefferson Academy has three media classrooms used for a variety of 
technology classes. Students get a hands-on experience in how various forms 
of technology are utilized in production and design projects. Junior High 
students can choose Audio Visual Production, Publication Production: 
Yearbook, Computer Applications and Interactive Media as one of their 
technology elective courses. Senior High students can choose from 22 different 
technology courses taught in a self paced environment and can choose 
Publication Production: Yearbook for either technology or art credits. 

NOTE: For Yearbook, an application and recommendations are required. 

Theater Arts
Jefferson Academy Theater Arts is available to both Junior High and Senior High students. 
Active in the Colorado Thespian Society, our drama students participate in classes and 
productions throughout the school year. Past productions include, The Bad Seed, Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Bye Bye Birdie, Grease, Guys & Dolls, The Pajama 
Game, and Elf the Musical. 
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JA 1167 
District 1056 
State 1014

JA 1044 
District 940 
State 902

PSAT 9 
Mean Score

JA 1076 
District 982 
State 944

SAT 
Mean Score PSAT 10  

Mean Score

http://www.secondary.jajags.com


Visual Arts 

The Jefferson Academy Visual Arts Program provides students with a 
studio based learning environment to explore their creativity through 
a variety of techniques and mediums. Students can choose from any 
of the studio based classes which include drawing, painting, graphic 
arts, photography, ceramics, sculpture, fashion design and an AP 
studio course. In each class, student artists are exposed to technical 
applications, composition and art in historical context to strengthen 
their skill and build upon their knowledge and appreciation for the 
visual arts. Classes may be repeated multiple times for advanced 
instruction and portfolio development.  The Visual Arts Program is a 
vibrant and integral part of the JA learning experience where students 
learn to apply the language of visual expression. 

 

Performing Arts 
Jefferson Academy offers classes for students of all musical abilities. Students 
develop their musicianship through theory, music preparation and performance. 
Each quarter culminates in a performance. Students have the opportunity to be a 
member of Tri-M National Music Honor Society. This organization not only offers 
students an opportunity to letter through their music participation, but it gets our 
music students out of the school impacting the Denver community through 
performance and service. 

Student Travel

Our teachers give of their time to expose our students to national and international 
experiences. 

Starting in their 8th grade year, our students have the opportunity to travel to 
Washington D.C. and New York. 

Our Juniors and Seniors will also be given the opportunity to travel to Europe 
every other year during spring break. 

Our 9th and 10th grade students will be traveling to Florida beginning in the 
2019-2020 school year.  They will be doing nearly everything possible related to 
Science: including the John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park (with a glass-bottom 
boat ride), experience the Miami Seaquarium with a Dolphin Encounter, explore 
the ecosystems and take an Everglades Airboat Ride, tour Flamingo gardens, 
participate in field work at the Smithsonian Marine Station, tour and do an 
educational program at the Kennedy Space Center, and other fun along the way! 
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Clubs 

 

National Honor Society 

JAHS students, at the end of the sophomore year, are eligible to apply for admission into the National Honor Society. 
For specifics regarding the qualifications, see the NHS Sponsor. NHS members provide service to the community and 
pride themselves in exemplary behavior in and out of school. NHS promotes high scholastic achievement and members 
serve as role models for the entire JAHS community.  
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HIGH SCHOOL CLUBS 
National Honor Society 

Student Government (STUGO) 

Key Club 

National Art Honor Society 

Student Library Advisory Board (SLAB) 

Tri-M Music Honors Society 

Book Club 

Bowling Team 

Climbing Team 

Debate Team 

Diversity Club 

Ethics/Knowledge Bowl 

International Thespians 

Link Leaders 

Math/Science Club 

National Spanish Honor Society 

Vocal Ensemble 

And many more…

START A CLUB 
All of our student clubs and 
organizations began by motivated 
students with an interest and a 
passion.  If you have a student who 
is interested in starting a club that 
we don't currently have on campus, 
they simply have to contact our 
Activities Director for more 
information.

JUNIOR HIGH CLUBS 
National Junior Art Honor Society  

National Junior Honor Society 

Student Government (JUCO) 

Book Club 

Brain Bowl 

Builders Club 

Climbing Team 

Concert Band 

Debate Team 

Drama Club 

Gaming Club 

And many more…



High School Athletics

Jefferson Academy is an active and successful member of the 3A 
Metropolitan League.  Our student athletes represent JA in 14 
sports that include: Girls and Boys Golf, Girls and Boys Soccer, 
Girls and Boys Basketball, Girls and Boys Track and Field, Girls 
and Boys Cross Country, Girls Volleyball, Boys Baseball, Boys 
Lacrosse and Spirit Team. 

Ranked as one of the most competitive leagues in Colorado, Metro 
League schools consistently compete at the highest levels that 
include league, regional and state competitions.  JA athletes have 
enjoyed a rich history of success that most recently includes the 
2018 Girls State 3A Soccer title, a 2016 second place state finish in 
boys’ soccer and a 2015 second 

place state finish in girls’ soccer.  
The 2018 cross country team qualified both boys and girls 
teams for the state finals along with boys soccer qualifying 

for the 2018 state tourney.  We have also celebrated recent 
state appearances in Girls golf, Boys Golf, Boys Basketball, Girls Basketball, Girls 
Volleyball and Boys and girls Track and Field.  Our Boys Summer League Baseball 
Team won the State legion B title this past July.  Our Boys Lacrosse team is slated for 
a tough but successful season this spring. Our Spirit team has been newly re-
established and is working toward State participation in the Fall of 2019.  Our success 
can be attributed to the outstanding community that surrounds our students here at JA.  
Our parents who provide love, support and volunteer hours to serve our students.  Our 
coaches who go above and beyond in both teaching and preparing our athletes and our 
faculty who go out of their way to support our extra-curricular activities at JA.   

This year JA has partnered with Synapse Physical Therapy to provide a full-time 
athletic trainer that will be available to all of our student athletes both in and out of 
season.  Jade Callan joined the JA Athletic Department in September. Prior to starting 
with Synapse she was Head Athletic Trainer at Oakland University in Rochester, MI. She has also spent time working at 
the High School Level as well.  Jade will be here daily and will cover all home events.  Jade is a qualified health care 
professional educated in the prevention, examination, diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation of injuries sustained during 
participation in athletic events.  Having her available will provide quick access to appropriate medical care.  Jade will 
work with coaches, faculty and physicians to follow protocols that allow athletes to safely return to play.  We look 
forward to this partnership as we strive to keep our student athletes safe and healthy. 
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SPRING SEASON 
Girls Soccer 

Girls Golf 

Baseball 

Track and Field 

Lacrosse

JA ADVANTAGE 
Students who wish to participate in a 
sport that is not offered at JA are 
welcome to play at any local Jeffco High 
School (per school acceptance) or at 
their neighborhood school in the county 
in which they reside. If you have any 
questions concerning participation in a 
sport not offered at JA, please contact 
the athletic department.

FALL SEASON 
Girls Volleyball 

Boys Soccer 

Boys Golf 

Cross Country

WINTER SEASON 
Girls Basketball 

Boys Basketball



Junior High School Athletics

Jefferson Academy competes in the Middle School Athletic League composed of with nearby charter and private 
schools.  The seasons are a quarter long and line up with the high school seasons.  Over the last six years, our Middle 
School teams have won 14 league championships and multiple individual meet titles in cross country.  The volleyball, 
basketball, and girls soccer practices are built into the daily schedule for a quarter so that our athletes have the 
opportunity to strengthen their fundamentals as part of their class schedule.  Many of our middle school athletes have 
gone on to high school to win several team championships, earn individual accolades, and graduate on to college 
athletics.  This year we are excited to add a new baseball team during the spring. 
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1ST QUARTER 
Volleyball 

Boys Soccer 

Cross Country

2ND QUARTER 
Boys Basketball

3RD QUARTER 
Girls Basketball

4TH QUARTER 
Girls Soccer 

Baseball

2013-14 
Girls Basketball 

Boys Basketball 

Girls Soccer

2014-15 
Volleyball 

Girls Basketball

2015-16 
Girls Soccer 

Boys Basketball

2016-2017 
Boys Soccer 

Girls Basketball

2017-2018 
Boys Soccer 

Girls Basketball 

Girls Soccer

LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIPS



Benefits of a 4x4 Block Schedule

• Improved Time on Task 
1. Fewer stops and starts 

• More Focus, Less Division 
1. Active vs. Passive Learning 
2. Learning vs Memorizing 
3. Balancing content with process 
4. Teaching and learning styles change 
5. “Complete” lessons 
6. Reduced fragmentation 
7. Students learn time management 

• Less Stress for Students 
1. 4 vs. 6 or 7 subjects per day 
2. Fewer classes, exams, assignments on any given day 
3. School demands are more manageable 

• Scheduling Flexibility 
1. Enhanced Elective Program 
2. Increased Academic Opportunities 

• Improved Attendance 
1. Improved student performance 
2. Improved GPAs 
3. ACT/SAT Score Improvements 
4. Improved student retention 
5. Advanced Placement Successes Improved 

Relationships 
6. Earlier intervention for students with problems 
7. Greater opportunities for one-on-one instruction 

• Curriculum Enhancement 
1. More Opportunities for interdisciplinary teaching 
2. Varying teaching methods - reduced lecture 
3. Improved instructional techniques 
4. Ability to accelerate through a course of study 
5. More quality assignments 
6. Encourages more creativity in both students and 

teachers 
7. Increased opportunities 
8. Individualized attention and instruction 
9. Increased flexibility for field trips and guest 

presentations 
Reference: http://www.weac.org/resource/june96/schedule.htm  

Sample Block Schedule for High School

Sample Block Schedule for Junior High School

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4

A Block PE Art Microsoft 
Office 1

Microsoft 
Office 2

B Block Spanish 2 English 10

C Block Chemistry Multimedia 1

D Block Algebra 2 World Studies 2

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4

A Block Science Robotics Interactive 
Media

B Block Social Studies / 
Language Arts 

(alternating days)

Social Studies / 
Language Arts 

(alternating days)

C Block Math Math

D Block PE Health 
Education

Chorus Art
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School Expansion Information

Beginning in the fall of 2019, JA Secondary will have new, exciting areas added onto our already state of the art 
building. 

The addition of the Auditorium and Learning Annex will include: 

1. Performing Arts Auditorium with 300 seats 
2. Maker Space that will be outfitted in future years with relevant, hands on equipment 
3. Audio Visual Room 
4. Weight Room 
5. Band & Music Room 
6. Art Gallery & Flex Space 
7. Expanded parking lot 
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NOTES
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